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Duxbury Bay Maritime Center hoard members (from left) Patricia
Loring, Don Beers, and Charles Fargo meet at its Snug Harbor site.

‘A major gift and hiring of a top-level director

boost sailing and marine ecology program

By Jeff McLaughlin
~ GLOBE STAFF

DUXBURY - In salty Duxbury, the spirits
of townspeople are soaring these days, because .

the winds are blowing fair already for the new-
ly commissioned Duxbury Bay Maritime Cen-

fer, a nonprofit sailing and marine ecology.
program due to be launched on the Snug Har-

bor waterfront sometime this spring.

Just before Christmas, the center’s all-vol-
unteer fund-raising committee announced a
major donation from the Ellison Foundation in
memory of the'late William P. Ellison, a long-
time Duxbury resident with a deep love of the
water and of Duxbury youngsters, who are to
be the principal beneficiaries of the center’s
programs.

The amount of the Ellison gift was not dis-
closed but is believed to be at least $750,000.
The fund-raising campaign, kicked off a year

ago, now has raised $l 8 rmihon according ts
the center’s board of directors. \

In addition to good news on the financial
front, the center got a major boost a few: weeks
ago when Mike Horn, longhme Harvard Col-
lege Sailing Team coach, agreed to become the
center’s first executive director..He is already
visiting Duxbury regularl‘yr from his Connecti-
cut base and will move in and take over full-

‘time within a few weeks. Horn brings instanf

credibility at the national level for the Dux-
bury school’s eventual entry into the world of
competitive amateur sailing. - |

“Our fund-raising goal is $3 million, and-
we're well on our way,” said board member
Frederic M. Clifford, long active in Duxbury
nonprofit organizations. “When the idea came.
together that this was a way to ensure there
would always be good public access to the wa.
terfront, and that we'd be doing it with o
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_prog'ram built around a real appre-.
tion of the beauty of Duxbury Bay.

= well, it was just hke alight sudden-
ly went on in town. :

.. “We've received very suhstantial :

;donatlons, but also many smaller
“mes,” Clifford said, “It seems every- :

. one agrees this is an 1dea whose hme -

‘had; come” e

‘ ;The, first maior expenditure will ‘

be.for. 'a 2.25-acre ‘pardel’ of prime
‘dyaterfront land in Snug Harbor that ..

twill become the William .P. Ellison

ilEampus of the center, A purchase-
find-sale agreement on the property,

- - which "includes an_office building, -
‘marine-use buildings, and sheds, was
'lklgned last April with the current .

'mwwner, "Jack ‘Davis, and the sale
tshould-be closed within a few weeks,

according to board member Charles:
HXFargo, a semi-retired .banker-

mthexpert:seinrealestate.The,

eale pme has not been made public.
Snug Harbor Boat Works, a
tbuilding enterprise. that leases -

'dpaoe on the site, will continue to do

'soandwillbeaparhwrmsomeof :

“the center’s educational components,
“gecording to Patricia Loring,.chair-
, woman of ‘the town's” open ‘space
" committee and a board member for

‘the new center. Loring is running .

. the center’s office at' Snug ‘Harbor,
i handling its administrative affairs,
; and helping with site design and en-
 vironmental pemuthng <all asa vol—

- unteer.
"'“A project like this brlngs people
‘together,” Loring said. “The board

Jembers have oomplementary skills-
gnd talents; and the .one .thing in -

yammon seems to be the determina-
Jlon we all have to keep some part of

e waterfront open and devobed to .

this kind of communitywide use.”

’

‘One generation ‘
.- that loves this. .
- place and has
leamed a little. bit
- about taking care'
‘of it is going to .
. pass on that love
" and that
. kmowledge to the
next generation’ at .
the ‘sailing center.
~ . DON'BEERS -~ - -
 Duzbury harbor ntaster
. Meanwhile, the center. has or-
-dered 60 small sailboats - Optimists,

14208, .and Lasers, requiring different
~3skill levels — and several large ﬂoals
-for. ‘docking them are under - con-'
“sstruiction: The floats will be sited just
shorth of the Snug Harbor campus, in .

“rthe basin on the north side of Long o

‘Point. -
“The" public ° aocepumoe of the
‘project has been fantastie,” said Far-
"flo ““We had a preregistration’ ges-
on at a church fmrlastfalltogauge
“interest, ‘and we expeeted perhaps -
100 youngsters to-sigh up. We got
; Then we had another one in the
&vemng at the high school, and got .
Sinother 100 or more.’ Apphwtlons
bme into the office every day.”
‘ "' One morning last week, anbury
)é'heeident Sarah Gallagher ‘stopped by
e center’s campaign office next to
the Duxbury harbor master’s office,
pplng off a resume because she -
opes to work at least” part time
there when operations quicken pace .
‘in the spring, and also to pick up
. more information about the sailing
" instruction programs. - . -

,vm

"“I've got three kids, aged 13, 11,
and almost 8, so to me this is just a .
fabulous idea,” said Gallagher. “My
eldest took the sailing class that the
town Recreation Department of-
fered last summer. and he loved it.
- But: that was on a pond, not salt wa-
.ter, and the town program just has
threeboats TogofromthreetoﬁO'
~boats i8 amazmg, and the cente:’s_"
“board Has made a big point of saying -
‘they would keep tuition costs down
- to make if aﬂ'ordable for everybody,_
which is very impomnt. Every par-
ent I'know is excited.” -

" Of course,.many Duxbury young-
" sters have learned: to:sail over the
Xyears, but & pnncipal avenue has-
..been, the instructional ‘programs of
the’ pnvate Duxbury Yacht Club,
* which has a limited membership and
is out of reach for many townspeo-
.“ple.. While. the 'yacht club’s racing
evenbs are generally open to all, only
_members- can;take part in the m-_
struchonal programs. 7

Some of the' ongmators of the
. campaign: for the inew center ‘are
yacht club members, Fargo said.

“The idea for the center probably

can be said to ‘have germinated from
‘a shldy group that was exploring the
posmbility of the Duxbury Yacht
Club's’ increaslng access"to the wa-
' terfront,” Fargo: said, .

“Out of that group came the no- '
tion that a new-private nonprofit en-
terpnee, ‘blending together a whole.,
large group of people with diverse
'interests but united:by;their Yove of
the water, well, that’ might be just:
- the right way to go. It followed logi-
cally on‘the ‘modél of-the Ellison,
Center-for the Arts here in Duxbury,
in that it's really owred by every-
body in town. And the idea for the
center’ has simply -taken ol‘f “and
. we're very pleased.” .



Duxbury harbor master Don
‘Beers is excited at the prospects of
the center, too, in large measure, he
said, because its'emphasis on educa-
tion dovetails with- the. way he has
operated his . office. for the past 20
“,years. That convergence is the rea-
“’'son he accepted honorary board
membershlp

“Duxbury is unique because. of
‘ this' waterfront and the barrier
beach,” Beers said. “Where urban-
ization has done a real number on
. coasts everywhere, here the towns-
people have protected the resources,
_and. kept the: tradition and hlstory
unchanged for the most park. | ..

“'Ihat 8 .a blessing. on 'the )one
hand because we're the keepers of
this resotirce,” said Beers, “But the
~, flip side i is, we're the vacationland. of\
the whole South Shore and beyond
*‘which is fine, but ] JPresents some real
challenges. So edueahon about prop--
er use, ‘proper- management, about
access issues, about resource issues
—that’s allreallyvxtal if we're going
to hold on to this very precious
place. And that's gomg to'be just as
much a part of the-center as siuling
itself.
. “So I think the center is going to

be fantastic,” said Beers, “One gen-

eration that loves this, place and has
learned a little bit about taking care
of it is going to pass on that love and
that knowledge to the next genera-
tion. .

“Duxbury ‘people may dlsagree
about a lot of things, but on the issue
. of Duxbury Bay, everybody is on the
same wave length,” he said.
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